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in keeping together all the anti-clericals. To
the Clerical Bloc, owing its former power to its
union and discipline, he opposed the Radical
Bloc; both have had despicable methods. Dur-
ing the successive regimes of the nineteenth cen-
tury, the Black Bloc always took advantage of
the divisions of parties, or of the embarrass-
ments of the government, to grasp some anti-
Concordat privileges. Had this minister been
longer in power and had not the incidents of
Rome created a new situation, he would doubt-
less have done much to bring the Vatican back
to a more faithful observance of its historic
pledges* He had not worked for the severance
of Church relations; but when it came, he
was far from displeased. He lacked, however,
the spirit of objective equity capable of organ-
ising the regime of liberty, and of framing laws
of a just nature acceptable to all. The draft of
a Bill of Separation made under him was nar-
row, vexatious, and tyrannical.

It was fortunate that at this juncture M. Briand
was made chairman of the parliamentary com-
mittee appointed to elaborate the bill for the
Palais Bourbon. The Protestants had been
quite distressed over the bill. He asked tbeua
what would make it satisfactory. When they
pointed out its deiciencies, he recognised their